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SEARCHING  THE  MIND  OF  CHRIST 
( I )  Jesus  on  Power 


"Let  Christ  Jesus  be  your  example  as  to  what  your 
attitude  should  be/'    Thus  reads  J0  Be  Phillips9  translation 
of  Philippians  2:5»    The  Jerusalem  Bible  puts  it  this  way: 
"In  your  minds  you  must  be  the  same  as  Christ  Jesus," 
The  most  familiar  translation  of  ail  is  that  of  the  King  James 
Version:    "Let  this  mind  be  in  yous  which  was  also  in  Christ 
JesuSo"    Whatever  the  translation,,  it  is  clear  that  far  from 
turning  to  Jesus  in  quest  of  support  for  our  notions ,  theories 
and  dispositions ,  we  are  to  let  his  mind  take  shape  in  us„ 
As  Christians  we  are  called  to  become  like  him  whom  we 
acknowledge  to  be  LordQ    "Let  this  mind  be  in  you9  which 
was  also  in  Christ  Jesus0" 

We  discover  the  mind  of  Christ  in  the  Scriptures , 
through  the  church,  with  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spiritc    Today 
we  begin  a  series  on  the  mind  of  Christ  by  considering 
Jesus'  attitude  toward  Power . 

Power  has  been  defined  as  "the  capacity  to  effect  in- 
tended results  o "  1      Within  the  framework  of  the  Bible  ail 
power  derives  from  God0    Men  may  be  good  stewards  of  that 
power  and  use  it  to  advance  God8s  purposes s  or  they  may 
abuse  that  trust  and  use  their  power  to  obstruct  the  purposes 
of  God0 

Jesus  opened  up  on  the  right  and  wrong  of  power  when 
confronted  with  the  request  to  let  James  and  John  sit  at  his 
right  and  left  in  the  kingdom0  (Mat.  20:21b)     The  Master 
would  have  none  of  it<,    He  responded  by  saying§  "You  know 
that  the  rulers  of  the  Gentiles  lord  it  over  thems  and  their 
great  men  exercise  authority  over  therm"  (Mat  20:25) 

We  don't  know  exactly  whom  Jesus  had  in  minds  but 
the  illustrations  are  legion,,    Perhaps  he  was  thinking  of  one 


of  the  Pharaohs,  or  Nebuchadnezzar .    Maybe  even  Caesar 
Augustus „    There  are  always  tyrants  on  the  scene  who  seek 
to  bolster  their  ego  through  exaggerated  claims  and  a  wild 
use  of  power o    Perhaps  this  traces  to  the  fundamental  in- 
security of  the  man  at  the  top,  the  insecurity  cleverly  sug- 
gested in ^The^e^ejc^micipie^  that  "in  a  hierarchy,  every 
employee  tends  to  rise  to  the  level  of  his  incompetence/'  2 

One  ruler  after  another  has  sought  to  lord  it  over  his 
subjects,  yearning  to  eternalize  his  reign,  assuming  that  he 
was  here  forever  and  forgetting  that  he  was  only  an  episode 
in  human  story „    Perhaps  the  most  electrifying  illustration 
of  this  mania  in  our  hemisphere  would  be  the  case  of  Raphael 
Leonidas  Trujilio,  who  for  thirty-one  years  virtually  owned 
the  Dominican  Republic    Here  was  a  man  so  obsessed  with 
power  that  he  chose  to  change  the  name  of  Santo  Domingo  to 
Ciudad  Trujilio;  so  brazen  that  he  rechristened  the  highest 
peak  in  the  Cordillera  Central,,  Pico  Trujilio;  so  vane  that 
he  renamed  buildings ,  parks,  and  streets  after  himself e 
Within  three  years  after  Trujilio *s  assassination  virtually 
every  trace  of  his  name  was  removed  from  the  island.    The 
site  where  his  life  was  taken  is  marked  by  a  monument  in 
honor  of  those  who  killed  himc 

It  is  in  order  that  power  exist,,    It  belongs  to  a  ruler 
to  rule  just  as  it  belongs  to  a  sower  to  sow  and  a  teacher  to 
teacho    The  question  is  whether  the  power  that  a  man  holds 
is  being  wielded  for  the  good  of  others,  under  God9  or  be- 
comes abused  to  the  detriment  of  others „ 

There  is  no  more  raging  and  thorny  issue  in  the  whole 
field  of  Christian  ethics  today  than  the  question  of  whether  a 
Christian  under  provocative  circumstances  has  the  right  to 
resort  to  violence.    Did  those  who  rose  up  to  smite  Trujilio 
do  the  right  thing?    Was  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  right  in  making 
an  attempt  on  the  life  of  Adolf  Hitler  ?    I  am  not  ready  to 
speak  to  you  on  this  question.    If  you  are  interested  in  read- 
ing two  books  that  adequately  present  the  two  sides  I  would 
commend  Jacques  Ellul's  book  Violence,  where  he  takes  the 
absolutist  position  that  under  no  circumstances  at  any  time 
may  a  Christian  resort  to  force;  and  a  book  by  Colin  Morris, 
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President  of  the  United  Church  of  Zambia,    Unyoung,    Un- 
coiored  and  Unpoor,  where  the  case  is  made  that  the  Chris- 
tian who  does  not  resort  to  force  to  unseat  an  oppressive 
regime  sins  against  his  Lord0    "You  know  that  the  rulers  of 
the  Gentiles  lord  it  over  them,  and  their  great  men  exercise 
authority  over  them. . ,  . "  (Mat.  20:25) 

«£*  »J>  «!(  *(*  >$£ 

But  this  morning,  I  should  like  us  to  attempt  some- 
thing more  constructive  than  potshots  at  ungodly  tyrants 
from  a  safe  distance,,    I'd  like  us  in  the  spirit  of  the  Lenten 
season  to  ask  ourselves  about  the  exercise  of  our  own  power. 
The  same  disposition  that  marks  the  rulers  of  the  Gentiles 
can  also  mark  our  life  even  though  we  operate  at  lower  levels, 
That's  why  Jesus  goes  immediately  from  those  who  lord  it 
over  others,  to  say,  "It  shall  not  be  so  among  you."  (Mat. 
20:26a)     Indeed,  it  could  have  been  so  among  them. 

It  was  to  this  that  C.  P.  Snow  testified  to  when  he 
spoke  about  a  meeting  of  high  officials  that  he  attended  years 
ago„    "These  men  were  fairer,  and  most  of  them  a  great 
deal  abler,  than  the  average:    but  you  heard  the  same  rip- 
ples below  the  words,  as  when  any  group  of  men  chose  any- 
one for  any  job.    Put  your  ear  to  those  meetings  and  you 
hear  the  intricate,  labyrinthine  and  unassuageable  rapacity, 
even  in  the  best  of  men,  of  the  love  of  power .    If  you  have 
heard  it  once  —  say,  in  electing  the  chairman  of  a  tiny  dra- 
matic society,  it  does  not  matter  where  you  have  heard  it, 
in  colleges,  in  bishoprics,  in  ministries,  in  cabinets;  men 
do  not  alter  because  the  issues  they  decide  are  bigger 
scale."  3 

We  all  have  power,  not  just  kings  and  presidents  and 
executives  of  large  corporations.    There  is  power  that  comes 
with  physical  strength.    Some  of  us  have  the  power  of  beauty 
and  good  looks.    Some  of  us  know  the  power  that  comes  with 
knowledge.    There  is  power  that  adheres  to  excellence  of 
skill  or  conduct.    There  is  power  that  comes  with  money. 
There  is  power  that  attaches  to  the  kind  of  people  that  we 
know  and  the  influence  we  can  deliver.    There's  the  power 


-  3  - 


of  the  vote.    There's  the  power  that  goes  with  our  job  or  the 
portfolio  we  carry. 

Automobiles  are  not  the  only  items  in  America's  life 
that  are  power-rated.    People  are  power-rated  too.    A  young- 
ster isn't  very  long  in  school  before  he  learns  to  power-rate 
his  classmates.    They  in  turn,  are  quick  to  rate  him  too. 

Our  Lord  is  not  out  to  curb  our  power  or  make  us 
over  into  a  company  of  human  doormats ,  void  of  ambition 
and  lacking  in  assertiveness.    In  responding  to  the  request 
made  on  behalf  of  James  and  John  Jesus  did  not  say  that 
there  were  no  right  and  left  hand  seats  of  power  in  the  king- 
dom.   Rather,  he  intimated  that  the  positions  of  higher  pref- 
erence would  belong  to  those  who  excelled  in  service.    Am- 
bition was  not  cut,  simply  redirected.    "It  shall  not  be  so 
among  you;  but  whoever  would  be  great  among  you  must  be 
your  servant. "  (Mat.  20:26) 

The  use  we  make  of  the  power  we  hold  is  an  indication 
of  the  depth  of  our  Christian  commitment.    Anyone  can  be 
submissive  in  the  presence  of  his  superiors.    The  private 
had  better  be  submissive  to  his  sargeant.    The  curate  had 
better  be  submissive  to  his  bishop.    The  teller  had  better 
smile  when  the  bank  president  goes  by.    We  don't  get  any 
brownie  points  for  this,  because  this  is  the  way  the  game  is 
played.    The  critical  question  is  the  degree  to  which  we  are 
able  to  restrain  the  exercise  of  power  when  we  are  the  ones 
on  top. 

James  Martineau  noted  that  "there  is  a  sphere  in  the 
life  of  everyone,  except  a  child,  in  which  he  is  appointed  to 
rule.    Would  you  know  the  real  worth  of  any  soul,  be  it  an- 
other's or  your  own,  that  is  the  sphere  on  which  you  must 
fix  your  eye."    Martineau  goes  on  to  ask  the  question  that 
I  hope  will  stay  with  us  for  a  long  time:    "How  is  it  with  you 
in  your  place  of  power — among  the  servants  whom  you  govern, 
the  children  whom  you  train,  the  companions  who  place  you 
at  their  head  ?     Do  you  take  liberties  there,  as  if  there  were 
nothing  to  restrain,  and  fling  about  your  self-will  as  if  it 
were  free  of  ail  the  field?"  4     How  is  it  with  you  in  your 
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place  of  power? 

Some  of  us  have  the  power  that  goes  with  parenthood. 
Do  we  try  to  rule  by  fiat  and  command?    Or  is  there  an  at- 
tempt to  influence  our  children  by  reason  and  example.    We 
fathers  are  perhaps  the  chief  offenders  here.    In  many  in- 
stances we  are  guilty  of  trying  to  import  into  the  home  the 
obedience  systems  that  obtain  in  the  business  world. 

Vance  Packard  said,  "there  is  a  tendency  I've  seen 
too  often  on  the  part  of  executives  who  think  they  can  run 
their  family  like  they  can  run  a  business.    We  have  a  certain 
amount  of  authority  in  our  organizations  with  which. . .  we 
must  issue  edicts  and  pronouncements. .  .and  there  isn't  any 
argument.    The  fellow  who  tries  to  run  his  family  that  way 
doesn't  get  along,  or  at  least  the  family  doesn't  get  along.  "5 

The  mother's  ploy  is  often  just  as  real  but  frequently 
more  subtle*    Doesn't  my  sacrifice  on  behalf  of  the  family 
entitle  me  to  some  domination?    Perhaps  it  does.    But  what 
if  Christian  restraint  requires  that  we  not  fully  exercise  ail 
our  rights !    At  stake  is  whether  we  wish  to  raise  our  chil- 
dren into  full  personhood  or  dwarf  their  humanity  by  an  over- 
use of  power. 

Some  of  us  have  the  power  that  comes  with  virtue  and 
goodness.    In  the  absolute  sense,  of  course ,  there  is  none 
good  but  God.    But  in  a  relative  sense  many  of  us  are  con- 
ventionally respectable  and  morally  decent  individuals.  The 
good  man  is  ever  tempted  to  trade  on  his  goodness.    Often 
he  has  a  way  of  making  the  not  so  good  crawl  in  his  presence. 
There  is  truth  in  William  Temple's  comment,  "that  it  is 
possible  to  be  morally  right  repulsively." 

The  eider  brother  in  Jesus'  story  of  the  Prodigal  Son 
was  a  right  sort  of  guy  in  a  wrong  sort  of  way.    Every  so 
often  we  learn  of  a  couple  that  divorces.    The  man  complains 
of  mental  cruelty  and  claims  flatly  that  he  is  unable  any  long- 
er to  stand  the  pressure.    "How  strange,"  we  say,  "that  he 
cannot  live  with  a  woman  as  fine  as  that."    What  outsiders 
usually  do  not  understand  are  the  subtle  pressures  that  even 
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virtuous  women  can  place  upon  their  husbands  -  the  pressure 
to  achieve,  to  rise  socially,  to  make  more  money.    A  martyr 
has  been  defined  as  "someone  who  has  to  live  with  a  saint." 
The  kind  of  individual  I  have  in  mind,  who  subtly  turns  his 
virtue  into  a  power  play  on  other  people,  is  aptly  described 
in  Edwin  O'Connor's  novel  The  Edge  of  Sadness,  when  one 
of  the  boys  says  in  candor,  "my  father  didn't  drink,  much 
less  get  drunk;  I  don't  think  he  ever  looked  at  a  woman  be- 
sides my  mother;  and  all  of  us  ate  three  good  meals  a  day 
and  had  no  holes  in  our  shoes.    He  had  all  the  domestic  vir- 
tues, you  see.    Except  that  it  was  hell  on  earth  to  live  with 
him."  6^ 

Some  of  us  know  the  power  that  comes  with  knowledge. 
Often  we  use  this  power  to  maximize  ourselves  and  minimize 
other  people.    I  once  had  a  professor  who  simply  inundated 
his  students  with  knowledge  from  the  opening  bell  to  the  clos- 
ing.   He  overpowered  us  with  his  command  of  facts  and  never 
gave  us  room  to  reach  or  grow.    Learning  from  him  was  like 
trying  to  get  a  drink  of  water  from  a  fire  hydrant.     We've 
stumbled  on  this  type  in  church  schools,  we've  seen  them  in 
public  schools,  we've  seen  them  in  colleges,  universities 
and  seminaries — men  and  women  who  are  well  prepared  and 
have  much  to  say,  but  who  come  on  so  strong,  that  would-be 
learners  are  stymied  in  their  tracks. 

I  remember  a  question  and  answer  session  in  the 
south  that  was  being  conducted  by  one  of  the  wisest  and  ablest 
ministers  I  know.    Out  of  the  audience  came  a  rather  foolish 
question.    The  leader  had  the  power  to  mow  the  questioner 
down  and  hang  him  out  to  dry.    Instead,  he  feigned  partial 
ignorance,  indicated  that  he  wasn't  sure  he  knew  exactly  how 
to  handle  that  subject,  and  suggested  two  or  three  books  that 
he  and  the  questioner  might  find  helpful. 

Some  of  us  have  the  power  of  money,  the  green  power 
that  everyone  is  talking  about  today.    Money  has  the  power 
to  make  dead  or  alive.    By  bestowing  it  or  holding  it  back, 
we  can  in  some  small  way  play  God.    The  town  I  have  in  mind 
was  anxious  to  establish  a  fair  housing  ordinance.    Colored 
people  had  had  a  run  around  for  centuries  and  something 
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needed  to  be  donec    The  intransigence  of  the  establishment 
was  appaiiingo    Presently  a  parade  was  set  up  and  a  march 
on  city  haii  in  which  some  of  the  ministers  got  invoived0 
Hard  hitting  placards  were  taken  into  a  meeting  of  the  city 
council  0 

One  of  the  ministers  eventually  found  himself  face  to 
face  with  an  exceedingly  wealthy  woman  who  lamented  and 
berated  the  fact  that  people  in  general  and  the  church  in  par- 
ticular should  be  involved  in  such  demonstrations .    What  a 
demeaning  way  for  the  church  to  use  its  power 0 

Since  I  was  the  minister  involved  in  this  conversation 
I  went  on  to  point  out  that  the  use  she  made  of  her  checkbook 
was  every  bit  as  much  an  assertion  of  power  as  marching  in 
the  street,,    The  difference  between  the  march  and  the  check- 
book is  that  one  is  clean  and  the  other  isn'tc    One  is  visible 
and  the  other  isn't.    If  God  has  blessed  us  either  with  an 
inheritance  of  money  or  the  capacity  to  make  money ,  the 
question  that  confronts  us  as  Christians  is  whether  we  can 
be  restrained  in  the  use  of  that  power  0 

I  pity  the  politicians  at  the  state  and  federal  levels 
who  depend  on  campaign  funds  at  election  time  and  subse- 
quently find  themselves  bound  to  those  who  gave  them  money „ 
If  we  have  been  generous  toward  any  such,  can  we  not  re- 
lease them  from  our  domination?    Why  should  it  be  assumed 
that  to  give  is  to  gain  the  right  to  control?   By  the  time  our 
various  presidents  get  to  the  White  House  they  are  so  se- 
verely mortgaged   that  they  are  not  free.   Some  of  them  are 
not  even  free  enough  to  make  a  decent  nomination  to  the 
Supreme  Court „    And  all  because  the  power  of  money  in- 
stills the  urge  to  control  s 

DrD  Laubach  has  alluded  to  the  article  in  "The  New 
York  Times"  two  Sundays  ago9  that  told  of  Riverside's 
money  woes.  The  optimistic  side  of  the  picture  centers  in 
the  fact  that  even  though  we  have  not  met  either  the  original 
budget  or  the  secondary  budget s  some  $433 s  000  has  been 
pledgedc    This  is  more  than  has  ever  been  pledged  in  the 
history  of  this  church  1 
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But  let  it  also  be  noted  that  one  of  the  reasons  why 
this  and  many  other  churches  individually,  and  churches  col- 
lectively under  the  banner  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
are  having  rough  days9  is  because  of  a  conviction  held  by 
many  that  giving  carries  with  it  the  right  to  control.    I  can 
produce  mail  for  you  that  comes  from  the  political  and  eco- 
nomic left  and  the  political  and  economical  right  where  this 
dubious  principle  is  assummed.    Because  my  view  of  things 
is  not  the  reigning  view  I  will  not  give.    Many  of  the  ablest 
prophets  of  the  church  are  shaking  the  dust  off  their  sandals 
and  moving  oute    They  will  not  be  controlled,,    If  enough  of 
them  leave ,  the  church  will  be  left  with  nothing  but  the  bland 
platitudes    and  innocuous  assurances  of  Establishment 
house  chaplains . 


How  is  it  with  you  in  your  place  of  power  ?    In  your 
home,  with  your  virtue^  with  your  knowledge,,  with  your 
money?    Jesus  used  the  rulers  of  the  Gentiles  as  illustra- 
tions of  the  wrong  use  of  power.    But  he  did  more0    By  word 
and  by  example  he  indicated  a  proper  use  of  power . 

The  church  has  a  habit  of  going  at  truth  negatively. 
Those  who  wish  to  arouse  the  American  conscience  against 
water  pollution,  bankheaviiy  on  those  sickening  pictures  of 
sludge  on  water 9  dead  birds,  floating  garbage^  rotted  fish 
and  oil  slicks.    But  the  other  night  the  "National  Geographic" 
sponsored  a  television  program  that  featured  Idaho8s  Salmon 
River ,  one  of  the  few  remaining  untouched  waterways  in  the 
country,  a  conservationist  paradise.    Motivation  for  doing 
something  about  pollution  will  come  from  negative  and  posi- 
tive appeals --scenes  of  depressing  decadence,  and  pictures 
of  how  a  river  really  ought  to  be. 

Our  Lord  bent  down  to  wash  his  disciples  feet.    He 
steadily  refused  to  dazzle  people  by  an  overuse  of  miracle. 
Always  the  little  people  were  comfortable  around  hims  be- 
cause he  refused  to  use  either  his  knowledge  or  his  virtue 
to  put  them  off.    And  he  chose  a  cross  rather  than  a  throne. 
Disdaining  domination  by  fiat,  he  wished  instead  to  draw  by 
his  suffering  love. 


"Let  this  mind  be  in  yous  which  was  also  in  Christ 
JesuSo"  (Phil  2°5  KJV)    Itss  that  mind  that  belongs  in  usB 
And  that  mind  can  be  in  uss  for  what  God  calls  us  to  bes  he 
enables  us  to  become „ 


CLOSING  PRAYER 

Gracious  Gods  our  Father*  have  mercy  upon  us 
for  the  way  we've  thrown  our  weight  around 0 

Forgive  us  our  insensitivity§ 
our  inability  to  listen* 
our  reluctance  to  servea 

Help  us  to  repent9 

to  revise  our  definitions  of  greatness 
to  find  our  joy  in  the  doing  of  Thy  will. 
Through  Jesus  Christ  Our  Lord, 
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